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CHAPTER NAME:  Fire Ground Operations 

CHAPTER/SECTION: Chapter 2, Section 17 

SUBJECT:   SCBA Air Management Policy (ROAM) 

 

 

PURPOSE:   

 

All fire personnel operating in the geographical area of the Salt Lake Valley shall have a 

common SCBA Air Management Standard establishing the Rules of Air Management (ROAM) 

that are accepted and practiced by all fire departments. This standard shall establish the 

operational and training guidelines that are to be followed any time firefighters are operating in 

an IDLH atmosphere at structure fires or similar events requiring the use of SCBA.  

 

PROCEDURE:   

 

Standard: 

Running out of air while in an IDLH atmosphere has proven to be catastrophic and most often 

lethal to the firefighters involved. It is the standard that firefighters will be out of the IDLH 

atmosphere before the emergency low-air warning is activated.  

 

General Procedure: 

Individual firefighters and officers are responsible to monitor the available air and remove 

themselves and team members prior to the emergency low-air warning. 

 

ROAM (Rules of Air Management) 

75% Rule: 75% of the air in the SCBA is for entry, work and exit from the structure. All 

firefighters must be out of the IDLH prior to breathing into the last 25% of their bottle. The 25% 

is safety reserve air for the firefighter if something goes wrong. This air is intended to give the 

firefighter time to implement emergency breathing while activating May-Day procedures (see 

Salt Lake Valley Fire Alliance May-Day Policy). 

 

Unit Replenishment:  
The I.C. should make sure there are units available to replenish exiting crews.  Crews are less apt 

to exit if there are no available companies to take-over assignments, especially on incidents in 

which the situation is escalating.  

 

Defensive Fires:  

Firefighters should always wear an SCBA when they are engaged in activities which expose 

them to smoke, including defensive assignments where smoke is drifting to firefighting 

positions.  As good practice, firefighters should be either coordinating bottle exchanges or crew 

replenishment to maintain air management standards when taking defensive assignments.  



 

 

 

Definitions: 

READY Checks: Should be completed by firefighters prior to making entry into an IDLH 

atmosphere. R = Radio on correct channel, E = Equipment (PPE and tools), A = Air in SCBA 

checked and SCBA functioning correctly, D = Duties clearly understood, Y = Yes, you are ready 

to enter.  

 

CAAN: Frequent progress reports to IC should be done in a standard format (Par checks, 

Conditional Changes, Change in Division, etc) utilizing the CAAN format. C = Conditions, A = 

Actions, A = Air, N = Needs 

 

Rehabilitation: Firefighters that breathe into the emergency air reserve will report to rehab for 

assessment. A report will be transmitted to the individual firefighter’s department for review.  
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